From: Rodriguez, Raul 
Sent: Thursday, February 19, 2015 2:02 PM
To: Resnick, Barry
Cc: Perez, Enrique; Didion, John
Subject: RE: Saudi Arabia project
 

Hi Barry,
 
To answer your question, not exactly.
 
Several people have brought up this issue and I have addressed it in different forums.  It is true and well known that Saudi Arabia operates under restrictions that we may not endorse or otherwise agree with, such as their stance against Israel, their lack of gender equity, and their practice of forms of corporal punishment that most of us would term as brutal or barbaric.  However, Saudi Arabia is an ally of the United States.  In fact, we checked with the U.S. State Department before engaging in this project and they encouraged us to do so.
 
I think there is a misunderstanding about how this project is structured and how it operates.  This is not a typical district project.  It is being run through the RSCCD foundation, which is a foundation devoted to economic development (we eventually hope to spin this type of consulting work off into a separate entity).  As such, we want to offer folks who work in our district a first priority to assist with this project.  The reality is that most of the employees that we are hiring for this project are Arabic speakers who come from other Middle Eastern countries (such as Lebanon, Jordan, etc.).   There are some limited opportunities for our faculty to work on this project and it is open to anyone who has the time and interest.  Of course, if a faculty member is Jewish they would not be able to travel to Saudi Arabia, but they could work on curriculum or other issues from here in the U.S.  A female faculty member could also work on the project, but she would not be allowed to go to Saudi Arabia because higher education is almost exclusively segregated by gender and women can’t work at a men’s college and vice versa.  Interestingly, the first co-educational university in Saudi Arabia just opened so there is hope that the other institutions will follow suit over time.  We did bid on several women’s colleges, but we were not successful on those bids.
 
We are undertaking this project for three reasons.  First, we are trying to create new revenue streams for the district and this type of international consulting will produce revenue for the district.  How much remains to be seen and if it is worth it in the long run are questions that we will only be able to answer over time.  Second, because we do want to engage in international educational consulting, we need to build a resume and get experience.  I look at this project as a pilot that will allow us to gain valuable knowledge so that we will be competitive for projects in other countries that may be more politically palatable.  It provides us with the opportunity to make valuable contacts that may lead to other partnerships.  For example, I will be meeting soon with the President of Valencia College in Florida as he is interested in partnering with us to pursue a joint project.  Valencia has a lot of international experience and they have been quite successful at it.  It would be great to work with them.  Finally, we work in the community colleges because we believe in the power of education to transform lives on an individual scale and on a societal scale.  Saudi Arabia needs help.  Their technical college system functions at a low level and students are not receiving a quality education at present.  If we can assist them in revamping their educational system and in producing graduates who are better educated, then there is a greater chance that this society and government will continue to change in a positive direction (and there has been recent progress).  Here in the U.S. we’ve had our own struggles with barbaric practices, misogyny, religious intolerance, hate crimes and other such behaviors.  We have also endured a government that sometimes engages in questionable activities, both at home and abroad.  I believe that as a country we have met these challenges in the past and have moved past them because of our educational system and how it contributes to raising the awareness and social responsibility of our citizens.  I think it’s a good thing to try and help a country like Saudi Arabia that is so clearly in need of assistance.
 
This may be more of a response than what you wanted, but I appreciate your asking me directly.  Let me know if there is any additional information you need.
 
Raul
 
 
 
From: Resnick, Barry 
Sent: Thursday, February 19, 2015 11:43 AM
To: Rodriguez, Raul
Subject: Saudi Arabia project
 

Hi Raul,

 

In our continued spirit of openness, I feel it important to direct my question regarding the Saudi Arabia project to you personally.

 

There appears to be a great deal of chatter on the campuses about certain groups of RSCCD employees who may be restricted from participating on

the project. Among those groups include women, those of the Jewish faith and individuals who have an entry stamp from Israel in their passport.

 

Is this correct?

 

Sincerely,

 

Barry

From: Phillip Yarbrough [mailto:phil@nationsfinancialcorp.com] 
Sent: Monday, June 22, 2015 5:38 PM
To: Larry Labrado
Cc: 'Claudia Alvarez'; 'Arianna Barrios'; 'NELIDA MENDOZA YANEZ'; 'John Hanna'; 'Jose Solorio'; 'Rodriguez, Raul'; 'email@zoa.org'; 'la@adl.org'
Subject: Saudi Arabia contract with Foundation

 

Larry,

 

I don’t support the Foundation entering into a contract for educational services in Saudi Arabia. 

 

I was under the impression that by the Foundation not completing the contract that it would cost $1,000,000, and now that appears not to be the case.  Furthermore, the May Revise for the budget have provided the monies that I was seeking to resolve our budgetary imbalance at the District, therefore the monies that are potentially available from this venture between the Foundation and the Saudi’s are no longer urgently needed.  Overall, our students will not directly benefit from this agreement between the Foundation and the Saudi’s.

 

Plainly, I am not comfortable with any Rancho entity entering into an agreement with an organization or government that openly discriminates against women, religion and the Nation of Israel.  The evidence of the Saudi government’s hostility toward Israeli’s, Jews, Christians and women is appalling to me.

 

Since our student won’t directly benefit, that the monies are no longer needed urgently by the District, there is no penalty by not entering into this agreement by the Foundation, and the egregious attitude by the Saudi Government and courts against women, religion, and Israel, I am not in favor of the Foundation entering into this agreement and I am voicing my opposition to it.

 

Phillip Yarbrough

12491 Circula Panorama

Santa Ana, CA  92705

Office:  (714) 532-8175 Ext. 100

Cellular:  (714) 904-PHIL (7445)

Fax:  (714) 200-0598

phil@nationsfinancialcorp.com

 

* Real Estate Broker, CA Dept. Real Estate Lic. #349666.  Phillip Yarbrough Broker Lic. #1163696.  All loans subject to credit approval.  Rates subject to change.  Certain restrictions may apply.   Not a commitment to lend.  Not all borrowers will qualify.  
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